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MATHEMATICS AND A 
LIBERAL EDUCATION 
By Dr. J. R. Overman 
A liberal education may be defined as 
one that "liberates", that frees the in- 
dividual by equipping him to get the most 
out of society and to contribute to its con- 
tinued advancement. Such an education 
must certainly liberate the individual from 
the restrictions of an insufficient income, 
but it must also make him free to enjoy 
the intellectual and esthetic treasures ac- 
cumulated from the past, and to aid society 
in its struggle to still further free itself 
from the restrictions of its environment. 
If we accept this philosophy of a liberal 
education, what is the place of mathematics 
in our educational scheme? 
In the first place, mathematics is one of 
the best means we have at our disposal for 
developing the abiilty, the habit and the 
ideal of independent thinking. If we are 
to realize to the utmost the educational 
values of the subject it must be taught not 
merely as a collection of facts and pro- 
cesses, no matter how practical and useful 
these facts and processes may be, but in 
such a way as to afford the maximum op- 
portunity for the cultivation of the power 
and habit of independent thinking. It must 
be taught so that the student will realize 
that "thinking it out for himself" is much 
more profitable and much more fun than 
simply reproducing some one else's ideas 
or solution. Taught and studied in this 
manner, and in this spirit, mathematics 
can make large contributions to the in- 
tellectual growth and development of the 
student, and it is only through such growth 
that the individual can become truly 
"free." 
In the second place, no one is liberally 
educated unless he knows something of 
the contributions that have been made to 
modern civilization by all of the great 
divisions of human knowledge. Mathe- 
matics deserves a place in any scheme of 
liberal education for this reason alone, if 
for no other. Although the direct 
practical value of mathematics should not 
be made the chief object of its study, every 
educated man or woman should understand 
that modern society would be impossible 
were it not for the contributions of mathe- 
matics. If these were in some mysterious 
way to be suddenly withdrawn, the life and 
body of industry and commerce would 
collapse as by a paralytic stroke, and the 
splendid tokens of our material civiliza- 
tion would perish from the face of the 
earth. Whole fields of human actiivty are 
forever  closed  to  the   individual  without 
(Continued on page 3, col. 1) 
PROF.     MOSELEY    STATES 
HE'S DOWNY WOODPECKER 
According to the headlines in the Toledo 
Blade for a week ago, we have an added 
specimen for our biology department. Up- 
on the authority of Professor Moseley him- 
self there is a new genus in the woodpeck- 
er family, as the headline so well stated. 
Here it is, quoted verbatim: "Professor 
Moseley says he's a well known downy 
woodpecker." It is hard to believe that 
the professor is a downy woodpecker, but 
one cannot refuse to believe his own state- 
ment. 
Upon further inquiry it was found that 
the headline was a slight slip-up on the part 
of the printers. We hope professor Mose- 
ley will forgive us for not being able to 
resist a little fun at his expense. He was 
acclaimed, by this same article, as one of 
the foremost of America's ornithologists 
and is recognized as an authority on the 
downy woodpecker and the great blue 
heron. 
-«»- -«»- 
STUDENTS OR SPONGES? 
When I entered my career as an editor, 
I was impressed by finding that my 
colleagues in the editorial room, who never 
thought of teaching me anything, taught 
me everything; whereas my professors at 
the university who were paid to teach me, 
had taught me almost nothing. With my 
business associates I worked elbow to el- 
bow, desk to desk. With my instructors I 
had no relationship, save in the most form- 
al way. The lecture system is a process 
by which the contents of the professor's 
notebooks are transferred to the student's 
notebook, without having passed through 
the brain of either. As for recitation, if 
anything is to be learned it is the student 
who should question the teacher, not the 
teacher the student. Did anybody ever get 
an education by being a sponge? 
—Hamilton Holt, President of Rollins 
College. 
-«»- -«»- 
ANNUAL DANCE HELD 
BY COMMONERS FRAT 
Twenty-seven couples were present at 
the Commoners' formal dance, held in the 
Women's gym Friday evening, March 24. 
This included some graduates who return- 
ed for the occasion, as well as faculty 
guests. 
Featuring the dance was the grand 
march, during which every woman present 
carried a lighted electric candle, presented 
to her as a favor from the fraternity men. 
Guests of the evening were: Dean and 
Mrs. Overman, Mr. and Mrs. William Duni- 
pace, Dean and Mrs. Hissong, and Dr. and 
Mrs. Zaugg. 
W. A. A. PRESENTS 
ANNUAL VAUDEVILLE 
A Vaudeville was the form in which the 
Women's Athletic Association presented 
their annual exhibition, last Thursday night 
in the Men's Gym to an audience of nearly 
900 students and towns-people. A concert 
by the College Band opened the evening's 
entertainment. This was followed by a re- 
presentation of the Machine Age through a 
series of tumbling acts, conducted with 
automatic precision, and accompanied by 
the steady roll of drums. The scene was 
transferred in the next act to an Old Time 
Village Dance. Here a caller led two sets 
of dancers through several changes of old- 
fashioned square-dances. 
Springtime was successfully pantomined 
in the next number, the effect being pro- 
duced by the gay flowery costumes, and 
the soft dreamy music to which nearly 50 
girls moved in graceful rhythm. At one 
time a play-ground was portrayed, com- 
plete with swings, teeter-totters, and girls 
skipping ropes. Ramrod and Mose and 
Company, a colored musical show, next 
decked the boards. There was a profusion 
of jokes, songs, stories, and all manner of 
witticisms, such as only a band of jolly 
darkies could produce. A song, which 
especially attracted the audience, was com- 
posed of the favorite phrases of members 
of the faculty. 
In the final number, a European Folk 
Festival, groups representing: Mexico, Den- 
mark, Russia, France, Czecho-Slovakia, 
Sweden, and Germany, presented their 
native fold-dances, attired in their national 
costumes. The stately minuet with its in- 
tricate evolutions was a feature of this 
Festival. Between the main numbers on 
the program were the clever specialty acts 
of Ardelle Karcher and Kathryne Duffy, 
(which proved to be very popular), and 
the RKO Roxetter, a chorus of dancing-girls 
which might have come from a Broadway 
revue. The final ensemble presented the 
entire group of participants singing the 
W. A. A. song to the tune of "La Marseil- 
laise." Lucile Cole was general chairman, 
while Ethyl Nietz, at the piano, furnished 
the faultless music of the program. The 
instructors, Misses Emilie Hartman, and 
Carolyn Shaw are to be complimented for 
the manner in which their gym classes pre- 
sented this successful entertainment as well 
as the more than 100 girls who took part. 
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Editorial Comment 
The Liberal  Education Articles 
.In  the  editor's  estimation,   the   articles 
which have been running every week for 
the past month or more on the relation of 
a  liberal   education  to  various  phases  of 
collegiate work are indeed worth while. We 
students have been led astray (most of us) 
by high school work; we get the idea that 
math, history, the sciences, literature, are 
just so many "courses" to get thru by hook 
or crook. These articles have been pointing 
out very clearly that such is not—or should 
not—be true.  Dean  Overman's  article  en- 
titled  "Mathematica   and  a   Liberal  Edu- 
cation" puts   the   matter   forcibly  in the 
opening  sentences:     "A   liberal   education 
may be defined as one that 'liberates', that 
frees the individual by equiping him to get 
the most out of society and to contribute 
to   its   continued   advancement".     By     no 
means does he mean that "getting the most 
out of life" is accumulating merely money; 
he  means,  if  we  interpret  him  correctly, 
living  a full  and complete life of under- 
standing. "He is the happiest person", says 
Phelps of Yale, "who thinks the most in- 
teresting thoughts". In other words, then, 
the  thoughtless,   vacant-minded   person   is 
leading a life that is nearly on a par with 
animals of a lower order than man, mere- 
ly existence. 
Everett Dean Martin put the whole 
matter plainly when he said, "Education 
ias to do with insight, with valuing, with 
•understanding, with the development of the 
power of discrimination, the ability to make 
choice among the possibilities of exper- 
ience and to think and act in ways that 
distinguish men from animals and higher 
men from lower." It is to that goal, then, 
that we here in college should work. It is 
that message that the authors of these ar- 
ticles are conveying to us. 
More articles will be forthcoming in the 
next few weeks. 
LOBAGOLA RETURNS HERE; 
SPEAKS AT HIGH  SCHOOL 
Lobagola, the man from the wilds of 
Africa who has assimilated the civilization 
of the Western World, returned to Bowl- 
ing Green yesterday, making two speeches 
in the high school auditorium. 
The first appearance was before the high 
school students in the afternoon. The 
second was last evening in the same place, 
this time before the townspeople. Many 
college students were present to hear him. 
Labagola speaks of his strange life from 
the time he left the wilds of Africa through 
the years of his education in Scotland, until 
the present time. His tales of savage 
crudities are thrilling; their strange 
customs and primitive beliefs are intensely 
interesting. 
AT  CHAPEL 
Dr. Williams secured Lobagola to speak 
at chapel yesterday morning. His lecture 
was  informative  and interesting. 
-«»- -«»- 
A WORD TO THE WISE 
It appears that the time is long past due 
when something should be said that will 
express gratitude to those instructors who 
are making extra effort to "tie up" the 
various day's lessons with present, world- 
wide conditions. It is to be admitted that 
there are certain branches of learning 
where that practice is almost out of the 
question but wherever and whenever this 
is done it seems to meet with the hearty 
approval of most of the students. 
It is indeed surprising the number of 
students that are "turned out" by colleges, 
after giving them degrees, that seem to 
know little nor nothing about the great 
problems of the day. Not only is this fact 
noted by the general public but the many 
individuals to whom these same graduates 
will be applying for positions. 
Since professional people, more than any 
other group, are looked upon as possessing 
those essential qualities of good citizenship 
and since most of the students of B. G. are 
planning to enter the teaching profession 
it seems as though the B. G. students 
should not only appreciate the work of the 
various instructors and let it go at that 
but should avail themselves of every op- 
portunity to improve their minds along the 
lines of general welfare. 
Several instructors have discontinued the 
practice of posting outstanding exerpts 
from leading newspapers and periodicals 
because so few took advantage of this 
feature. Also the library subscribes to a 
number of most excellent magazines in 
which appear articles by leaders in various 
fields and since these may be obtained at 
the Reading Room Desk without the long 
period of waiting that is a pre-requisite for 
getting a book at the main desk, there 
seems to be no reason why more students 
cannot and do not take advantage of this 
opportunity to graduate from college and 
at the same time known a little bit about 
what has been going on in the world since 
first enrolling at B. G. 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Election of May Queen 
Today, Wednesday, March 29, the women 
of the college will elect the Hay Queen 
and her attendant. All women are urged 
to come and vote. 
Candidates 
May Queen—Vivian White and Josephine 
Haley. 
Attendant—Dorothy Weaver and Mar- 
garet Goeke. 
Women's League Officers 
President - Monica Fay 
First Vice-Pres Dorothy Carmichael 
Second Vice-Pres Mildred Lantz 
Secretary —-  Jane Ladd 
Treasurer  Linda Dill 
-«»- -«»- 
News Brevities 
-j. 
The annual Athletic Exhibition of the 
Men's Gym classes will be held Thursday 
night, March 30, in the men's gym. 
An interclass track meet was held Sat- 
urday afternoon in the men's gym. 
Beginning in the next issue, the B. G. 
News presents a series of anonymous 
articles consisting of sharply critical 
analyses of the various phases of college- 
life, on the campus, in the class-rooms, and 
in the city of Bowling Green itself. These 
essays will appear irregularly for the 
balance of the term, over the pseudonym 
Ironicus.   Watch for them. 
-«»- -«»— 
EDUCATION AND THE 
MODERN WORLD 
Bertrand Russell states that "throughout 
the Western world youths are taught that 
their most important social loyalty is to 
the State, and that their duty to the State 
is to act as its government may direct. 
Lest they should question this doctrine, 
they are taught false history, false politics, 
false economics. They are informed of the 
misdeeds of foreign States, but not of the 
misdeeds of their own State  
Education could, if men chose, produce 
a sense of solidarity of the human race, 
and of the importance of international 
cooperation. History ought to be taught 
in exactly the same way in all countries 
of the world. It should be world history 
rather than national history, and should 
emphasize matters of cultural importance 
rather than wars. Within a generation, 
the vehement nationalism from which the 
world is suffering could be extinguished. 
The spite with which we are cutting off 
our own noses could be replaced by good- 
will. The nationalism which is now every- 
where rampant is mainly a product of the 
schools—and nationalism is the chief 
source inpelling our civilization to its doom. 
r 
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MATHEMATICS 
(Continued from page 1, col. 1) 
mathematical training. Unless the student 
realizes this he may some day wake up to 
find that he is seriously handicapped in his 
life work, or in his preparation for his 
life work, because he has not taken enough 
mathematics in high school or college. 
In the third place, in attempting to de- 
velop the intellectual life of the individual 
we must not lose sight of the esthetic and 
emotional side of his nature. It is the right 
of every individual to learn to know and 
love the beautiful. In fact, the thrill that 
comes from contemplation of the beautiful 
is one of the greatest pleasures that life can 
give. We must realize also that beauty is 
found not only in art, in music, and in 
literature but that it is to be found in 
other subjects as well and that mathe- 
matics is unusually fortunate in this re- 
spect. We must also realize that in- 
dividuals differ and that, whereas one sees 
beauty in music but can not see it except 
vaguely in mathematics, another individual 
may be incapable of appreciating the 
beauties of music to any great degree but 
is very much alive to those of mathe- 
matics. It is true that these beauties are 
not for every student of the subject, but 
neither are those of art, of music, or of 
literature, and how is one to find out if 
he doesn't try, and who is to deny any in- 
dividual the right to find beauty wherever 
it may exist for him? 
Finally, mathematics serves to develop 
in the student a respect for abstract think- 
ing in general and for pure mathematics in 
particular. Such an attitude of respect 
for abstract thinking is an essential ele- 
ment in a liberal education. In a country 
that has always placed such a high estimate 
on the value of education it is surprising 
to find so little respect for learning as we 
find in this country. Our tendency has al- 
ways been to look down upon the thinker 
and the theorist and to exalt the practical 
man. To call a man "hard-headed" and 
"practical" is to pay him a compliment, 
but to call him a "dreamer" or a "theorist" 
is almost an insult. 
This attitude is partly the result of the 
emphasis we have been placing in our 
schools on the narrow practical values of 
the subjects taught. In order to counter- 
act this attitude on the part of the Ameri- 
can people the schools must abandon this 
one-sided emphasis. Undoubtedly there 
was a time when our education was too 
bookish and too far removed from practi- 
cal affairs, but today we are in danger of 
swinging to the opposite extreme. The 
world needs abstract thinkers as well as 
practical men, pure mathematicians as well 
as applied mathematicians. As a matter of 
fact, progress usually starts with the 
theorist. Some man with vision, some 
dreamer if you will, dreams a dream and 
adds something to the store of human 
knowledge, possibly with no thought of its 
ever having any practical value. Later 
some man with a different turn of mind 
takes this bit of knowledge and puts it to 
work for mankind. This has been the 
history of the development of mathe- 
matics, of science, of civilization. 
In the last analysis, the right kind of 
"liberal education" is often more practical 
than the so-called "practical" or "techni- 
cal" education. The engineering college 
of one of our largest universities recently 
made a study of all of its graduates who 
had been out of college five years or more. 
They found that the men who were oc- 
cupying the better positions, the positions 
of leadership in their profession, were not 
those who had specialized so extensively in 
their particular field that they had been 
forced to neglect the so-called cultural or 
liberal subjects; but were rather the ones 
who had built a reasonable degree of 
specialization upon a background of 
general culture. The educational pendulum 
in this country for a number of years has 
been swinging away from a liberal educa- 
tion to a narrow technical training but 
there are many signs today that the pendu- 
lum is now swinging back. How far it 
will go no one can say. 
INQUIRING REPORTER 
Question: What does eight o'clock mean 
to you? 
1. Alarm clock.    Burrr. 
—Ruth Humphrey 
2. Sleeping till about five minutes to 
eight, then madly rushing to school using 
the same old excuse, "Our car wouldn't 
start." —Charlotte Williams 
3. Frankly, just a few more hours till 
dinner time and pouring water. 
—Beth Peffly 
4. The end of a perfect dream???? 
—Gordon Hart 
5. Pancakes!    Pancakes!    Pancakes! 
—Arthur Wilson 
6. Its tumbling time at gym. 
—C. Wentling 
7. Another drink—"water." 
—Harold Cameron 
8. Time for Reserve Books to be in. 
—Shirley G. Kellogg 
9. Something to  be  thankful  for—no 
eight o'clocks. —Agatha Lindeman 
10. Time  to get tuned  up for music, 
do, me, so. —Ina B. Younkin 
11. The start of another day or better 
yet—a night. —Joyce Park 
12. It all depends—8 a. m. or 8 p. m.? 
—Vivian  White 
13. "Viv" means 8 p. m. and I'm  
not telling which I mean.     —Lois Kemmis 
14. Means I'm late for gym again. 
—Mildred Graezhoshi 
15. A.  M.—I've been up for 1'%  hrs. 
P. M.—Two hours until my bedtime (?). 
—Velmalee Buess 
'16.    Oh Hum!    I can sleep a few more 
minutes before rushing to my nine o'clock! 
—Pearl Fritz 
Inspiring Beatrice: 
My laundry bill is absolutely terrible. 
How can I save money on it?—DeVere 
Thomas. 
Dear DeVere: 
)Foo\ 'em. Stuff all your socks and hand- 
kerchiefs in the pockets of your pajamas. 
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A Monologue » 
"Amateur Poet" 
By Evelyn Emerine 
Say! That's certainly a beautiful sight. 
Wonderful! Absolutely great! Someone 
ought to compose a song to it or something. 
By golly—I feel so thrilled, myself, I 
could—I could—I'll bet I could, tho. Other 
people have. You don't have to know much 
about it. The inspiration's the thing, and 
I already have that. 
Now, how do they usually begin? Oh, 
yes—I remember you take a bit of old 
scratch paper (I think I can find some) 
and a stubby pencil (I can make one 
stubby) and then you go out in your be- 
loved wilderness, away from petty, sordid 
reality, out of reach of the busy, noise- 
making world, and there, alone with nature, 
the poem takes form. That ought not to 
be hard. I wonder, tho, if there's any 
nature around here. 
Let me see, I could take a bus out to 
Dinton Place and then get off and walk a 
little way. That's almost out in the 
country. It would take quite a while, tho. 
Well, I can take a little lunch — a couple 
of sandwiches and an apple—and then let 
the poem take form after I've eaten. 
Gee, I can't go tomorrow, tho, because 
I have to go to school and anyway I 
promised the girls I'd go to the show with 
them. That's the trouble with the fine 
arts these days! We must think of 
geometry and literature instead of putting 
out time and energy to the creation of a 
fine masterpiece. I guess the world doesn't 
want any improvements, anyway. Civiliza- 
tion is static, conservative! They don't 
give a genius a chance. 
We ought to be out in the pure, high- 
minded atmosphere of real mother earth, 
with the brook running swiftly past as we 
sit on luxuriant green growth. Birds play- 
ing and twittering about in the tree-tops 
and squirrels gaily flitting in and out of 
their holes. 
But no — no encouragement for us — 
nothing but bitterness and optical dis- 
illusionments! We aren't considered as 
poets, artists, musicians. I'm sure I could 
be all three, but no chance.    What a life! 
•>H >•:• 
-«»- 
"The Game" 
By  Evelyn  Emerine 
In the field and on the court 
Play the game and be a sport. 
Learn the rules and then stand by— 
Lift your head and take a try. 
And life?    Why that is just a name 
For the greatest, finest game. 
You sometimes lose and sometimes win, 
But take it squarely on the chin. 
The crowd may boo or hiss—or cheer, 
The weather may be dark or clear. 
Your friends may weep or lie or cheat, 
True aims in life know no defeat. 
Keep your body from the muck. 
Sling a laugh at "lady luck"! 
Be big and see little things, 
BEA BAREFAX 
ANSWERS 
Dear Miss Barefax: 
Tell me, is it true that two people can 
live as cheaply as one?—John Delo. 
Dear John: 
Yes, you and I live as cheaply as John 
D. Rockefeller, don't we? 
Deductive Bea: 
What do they mean by the term "College 
bred"?—Don  Everitt. 
Dear Don: 
It is a combination of a wad of dough, 
plenty of crust, and a bunch of crumbs to- 
gether for a good loaf. 
Unrelenting Barefax: 
Can you please give me a good example 
of the height of optimism.—Dr. Nordmann. 
Dear Doctor: 
Well, there was once a judge who, just 
before delivering a death sentence to a 
prisoner, laughed "Haw, haw, haw. You'll 
die when you hear this one." 
Advisory Beatrice: 
I am about to be married. Can you tell 
me if my fiancee likes frog's legs?—Lillian 
Brooks. 
Dear Lillian: 
He certainly does.   When in   Paris, he 
went to the Follies Bergere every nite. 
Retaliative   Barefax: 
What is the height of absent-mindedness? 
—Virginia  Ullom. 
Dear Virginia: 
A street cleaner keeping his mind out of 
the gutter. 
Omnisagacious Bea: 
What is a censor?—Melvin Keeran. 
Dear Melvin: 
A   censor   is   a   person   that sees three 
meanings to a joke that has only two. 
My loving Bea: 
In the vaudeville the other day, why did 
Lucille Cole object to going on just after 
the monkey act?—"Ditter" Lathrop. 
Dear "Ditter": 
She was afraid the audience might think 
it was an encore. 
Sweet Barefax: 
Everyone   says   that   "Willie"   Miller   is 
lazy. Can you prove that he is?—Wallace 
Pisel. 
Dear Wallace: 
Yeh, he's so lazy he smokes cigarette 
butts so he won't have to draw the smoke 
so far.  
Live life and love all it brings. 
What goal is won without a fight? 
What wrong looks clean beside the right? 
Think straight, play hard, and life will be 
Part loss, part gain—all victory. 
Bootiful Barefax: 
My cousin Charlee who useda to be one 
street cleaner een  Noe York, he ees now 
very reech man. How he get that way? You 
tella me h?—Tony. 
Dear Tony: 
Charley went to the race track and clean- 
ed up big. 
-«»- -«»- 
<<i 
'British Agent" 
This new book by R. H. Bruce Lockhart 
is an extremely interesting account of the 
life of a Britisher who went through the 
upheaval in Russia, a cataclysm whose re- 
verberations are still shaking the world. 
Mr. Lockhart began his career as a planter 
in the Malay penninsula and later became 
a Vice Consul in Moscow. There he met 
many of the literary lights of the Russias 
as well as from other countries. After the 
war broke out, Lockhart remained in Mos- 
cow and witnessed the disintegration of 
Tsarism. He saw many of his friends give 
up their lives in the turmoil. The book is 
more penertating than another which was 
published a little more than a year ago by 
Princess Marie of Russia. "History", says 
Gibbons (the words are quoted at the be- 
ginning of section four of Lockhart's book), 
"is generally only a register of the crimes, 
the follies and the mistakes of mankind." 
This book is something more; it penetrates 
into the motives of the chief actors in the 
drama. Perhaps its charm lies in the fact 
that the author was so close to the men and 
events. 
-«»- 
A   PUBLIC   school   principal    (says    the 
New Yorker) wound up a faculty meeting 
with the startling announcement that he 
would appreciate it if the women teachers 
would not wear step-ins to the school as- 
semblies in the auditorium. 
He is a quiet, respectable little man, not 
by the wildest stretch of imagination either 
a wag or a gay bird. 
One of the women teachers, who knows 
his wife, determined to get to the bottom 
of the remarkable request. That night the 
principal's wife held up a pair of step-ins 
to her husband's gaze. 
"Is this the garment you told your teach- 
ers not to wear to assemblies?" she demand- 
ed. The principal looked at the thing over 
his glasses. 
"Mercy, no," he said, abashed. "I mean 
those things they wear over their dresses— 
ah—step-ins, I believe." 
"Not step-ins," said his wife, severely, 
"smocks." 
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